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Synopsis

A bold translation of Nobel Prize-winner Herman Hesse’s most inspirational and beloved work
Hesse’s famous and influential novel, Siddartha, is perhaps the most important and compelling
moral allegory our troubled century has produced. Integrating Eastern and Western spiritual
traditions with psychoanalysis and philosophy, this strangely simple tale, written with a deep and
moving empathy for humanity, has touched the lives of millions since its original publication in 1922.
Set in India, Siddhartha is the story of a young Brahmin’s search for ultimate reality after meeting
with the Buddha. His quest takes him from a life of decadence to asceticism, through the illusory
joys of sensual love with a beautiful courtesan, and of wealth and fame, to the painful struggles with
his son and the ultimate wisdom of renunciation. This new translation by award-winning translator
Joachim Neugroschel includes an introduction by Hesse biographer Ralph Freedman.For more than
seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-speaking
world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best works
throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide
authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary

authors, as well as up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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Customer Reviews

Winner of the 2012 Fifty Books/Fifty Covers show, organized by Design Observer in association



with AIGA and Designers & BooksWinner of the 2014 Type Directors Club Communication Design
AwardPraise for Penguin Drop Caps:"[Penguin Drop Caps] convey a sense of nostalgia for the
tactility and aesthetic power of a physical book and for a centuries-old tradition of beautiful
lettering."A¢a -4 *Fast CompanyA¢a -A“Vibrant, minimalist new typographic coversA¢a -A.
Bonus points for the heartening gender balance of the initial selections.A¢a —A*A¢a -4 *Maria
Popova, Brain Pickings"The Penguin Drop Caps series is a great example of the power of design.
Why buy these particular classics when there are less expensive, even free editions of Great
Expectations? Because theyA¢a -4, ¢re beautiful objects. Paul Buckley and Jessica

HischeAg¢a -a,¢s fresh approach to the literary classics reduces the design down to typography
and color. Each cover is foil-stamped with a cleverly illustrated letterform that reveals an element of
the story. Jane AustenAg¢a -4,¢s A (Pride and Prejudice) is formed by opulent peacock feathers
and Charlotte BronteA¢a -4a,¢s B (Jane Eyre) is surrounded by flames. The complete set forms a
rainbow spectrum prettier than anything else on your bookshelf."A¢a -4 *Rex Bonomelli,A A The
New York Times"Drool-inducing."A¢4 -4 Flavorwire"Classic reads in stunning coversA¢a -4 syour

book club will be dying."A¢a —a *Redbook

Text: English (translation) Original Language: German

Hesse is a rare master of spiritual fiction, and Siddhartha is one of his most enlightening and

inspiring novels.

| bought this book for an english class, was skeptical about this because i was just not interested in
buddhism (no offense), but this book is so craftily written, I've read this book three times for self
pleasure, | love it, definitely opened up some opinions in me and Mae me think and centralize

myself, | recommend it to the extreme, buy it! Totally worth it!

A classic. Should be read and re-read by everyone.

| had this book back in the 1960s and must have read it a half-dozen times. Even named my dog
Siddhartha!!Was trolling around and found the audio CD online and decided | had to have it.
Listened to it, then knew | wanted the book again. And still a great read after all these years.Herman

Hesse kept me glued to the page from front cover to back. Would highly recommend this.



One of the best books | have ever read.

Translated well and worth the time to better understand those who are on a struggle to find the

middle path.

Read it again and again. Samsara will begin to melt away. Sitting at the feet of a guru can help, but

embracing all of life’s experiences is the only path to understanding the river that is the cycle of life.

This is a classic story by Hesse and a good literary introduction to Buddhism, but it needs to be

followed quickly with an introduction by a Buddhist, such as Rahulah, What the Buddha Taught.
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